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New car market still neck and neck with 2004 record
▲
Diesel registrations hit a monthly high taking 37.2 per cent market share
▲   October diesel registrations climbed 17.7 per cent to 63,511 units 
▼   Year-to-October remains firm, slipping just 0.2 per cent to 2,250,822 units
Commenting on the October new car market, SMMT chief executive, Christopher Macgowan said, 'Despite a dip in October the new car market is still running parallel with last year's record total. We expect a slight upturn in November figures which will leave the increasingly strong December market as the decider. Will it be another record year? It's too close to call.'
December new car registrations 1999 - 2003

	Year
	December figures
	Per cent of annual market

	1999
	84,582
	3.8

	2000
	107,803
	4.9

	2001
	126,471
	5.1

	2002
	144,576
	5.6

	2003
	155,452
	6.0


Note to editors:
New car registrations in the UK reached a record 2,579,050 units in 2003, up from 2,563,631 units in 2002 and 2,458,769 units in 2001
October 2004

The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, The Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Top performers by range and UK penetration figures are also listed. Providing SMMT is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT.
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